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Unitarian Fellowship of Houston 
A Welcoming Unitarian Universalist Congregation 

10:00 A.M. - 10:50 A.M.: ADULT FORUM Analyzing Our Times.  See page 3 for 
more details.  Coordinator: Bert Golding 
 
10:00 A.M. - 10:50 A.M.: Building Your Own Theology Group (BYOT) A discussion 
group to help participants search for and develop a personal theology. 
 
10:00 A.M. - 10:50 A.M.: FOCUS GROUP  See page 5 for more details. 
 
CHILDREN’S RELIGIOUS EDUCATION meets from 10:00 A.M. - 11:00 A.M.  See 
page 2 for more details of programs. 
 

11 A.M.  SERVICE 
Child Care Provided 

 
MAY 24 — Emerson on Emerson.  Speaker: Laura Emerson 
UU History is filled with interesting and inspiring figures (as the newsletter's history quiz-
zes attest).  Certainly Ralph Waldo Emerson is among the most recognized today.  Inter-
estingly, he quit UU Ministry after only three years, to become famous as a peripatetic 
writer of history, science, literature and - dare I say it - religious mysticism. Which of his 
views resonate most with UUs today and which now seem archaic? 
 
MAY 31 —  Process Theology.  Speaker: David Garver 
The matter based worldview of Plato and Aristotle permeates all of western civilization, 
but has made answering some important questions very difficult. In the last century, some 
philosophers and theologians have been exploring a different, process based, worldview, 
and have reached a number of surprising conclusions. Come find out how Process 
Thought may be particularly relevant to anyone who accepts the UU principles.  
 
JUNE 7 —  Community Supported Agriculture.  Speaker: Brad Stufflebeam 
Increasingly, Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) has become a popular way for 
consumers to buy local and seasonal food directly from a farmer.  CSAs are all about 
strengthening communities, eating healthy and fresh foods, ecology and supporting your 
local farmer. Join us and hear Farmer Brad talk about CSAs and his Home Sweet Farm in 
Washington County.  This program coordinated by Mimi Lawrence. 
 
JUNE14 —  Forgotten Voices.  Speaker: John Pepper 
Recently some people have claimed that the Holocaust never happened, which is often 
called “Holocaust Denial.”  So that none of the victims’ collective voices will ever be for-
gotten or the causes of their deaths falsely denied, this service will be dedicated to some of 
the people who survived and were able to give firsthand accounts of the Holocaust.    



CHLILDREN’S RE 
The phrase Dog 
Days or "the dog 
days of summer", 
Latin: Caniculae, 
Caniculares dies, 
refers to the hot-
test, most sultry 
days of sum-

mer….Dog Days can also define a time pe-
riod or event that is very hot or stagnant, or 
marked by dull lack of progress. 
    -Wikipedia  
 
Overnight, it seems that summer is upon us.  I 
keep bounding out to work on some landscap-
ing, only to crawl back inside ten minutes 
later, tail between legs.  The children are ex-
cited that school is soon to be over, and yet 
they’re already bored on a Saturday after-
noon. 
 
Even on Sundays, we’re just about done with 
this year’s curriculum—an animal blessing 
this weekend, then two weeks of tying up 
loose ends.  Then what?  As much as they 
would claim to want endless unstructured 
play time, soon enough they’d be whining of 
boredom.  And while we do have a great 
playground and gorgeous grounds, it’s getting 
too hot to spend large amounts of time out 
there! 
 
And so we’re celebrating a third year of spe-
cial programming—sUmmer fUn!  This is a 
great opportunity for anyone in the congrega-

tion to get to know the children and youth, 
giving just one hour on one Sunday to share 
yourself and perhaps a special talent.  Sign 
up for a 10am slot to tell a story, share a craft 
or a game.  If you have an idea—we’ll take 
it!  If not, we’ve got loads of resources and 
lessons ready to go.  At 11am the children 
will continue to join us in worship—
sometimes leaving after the offering, other 
days enjoying the entire service.  On days 
when they leave, you get to go with them 
(and the babysitters) for board games or bub-
bles or playground time.  An RE committee 
member or I will be here each Sunday to as-
sist! 
 
The Religious Education Committee meets 
at the Fellowship, at 7 PM (usually) on the 
second Thursday of each month.  But our 
next meeting will be June 4th!  If you have 
any questions, concerns, or ideas, please feel 
free to bring them to me or to Bob Wiener, 
RE Chair. 
 
Yours in faith, 
 
Katy Carpman 
Director of Religious Education 
ufhdre@comcast.net 
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UU QUIZ 
 

What British Uni-
tarian, wife of a 

famous poet, fought is one 
of the few women included 
in the 1840 Anti-slavery 
convention commemorative 
painting?  
 
Answer on page 7 

PLEDGING ~ It’s a time when we recognize how the Fel-
lowship enriches and adds texture to our lives by resonating 
with our deepest values and highest ideals. 
 
It’s also time for summer vacations, or going to the summer 
house for a few months… as a reminder, please don’t forget 
to send your monthly pledge while you are gone.  The Fel-
lowship depends on your pledge! 
 
If you haven’t pledged yet, please contact Dorenne at the 
office for information and/or receiving a pledge form. 
 



Here are our upcoming books: 
  
June 2, 2009, LADIES OF LIBERTY: THE WOMEN WHO SHAPED OUR NA-
TION by Cokie Roberts 
 
July 7, 2009, PEOPLE OF THE BOOK by Geraldine Brooks 
Hanna Heath, an Australian book conservationist, is thrilled to be chosen to work on 
the rare illuminated Haggadah created in Spain in the Middle Ages. The book had 
been protected in a museum in Sarajevo until 1994, when it was rescued from cer-
tain plunder during the Bosnian conflict and hidden in a bank vault by a Muslim li-
brarian. Hanna is as eager to learn and preserve the mysterious history of the codex 
as she is to restore the manuscript. How did it come to be illustrated, a practice be-
lieved to have been forbidden by Jewish law? What is the meaning of the wine stain, 
the hair, the insect wing, and the salt crystals? The author uses these artifacts to 
weave a thrilling tale of the unusual creation of the Haggadah in Seville in 1480 and 
its dangerous journey to Tarragona, Venice, Vienna, and finally Sarajevo. 
 
August 4, 2009, “THE SOLOIST: A Lost Dream, an Unlikely Friendship, and 
the Redemptive Power of Music” by Steve Lopez 
This is the true story of journalist Steve Lopez’s discovery of Nathaniel Ayers, a 
former classical bass student at Julliard, playing his heart out on a two-string violin 
on Los Angeles’ Skid Row. Deeply affected by the beauty of Ayers’s music, Lopez 
took it upon himself to change the prodigy’s life—only to find that their relationship 
has had a profound change on his own life.  
 
 
Our books should all be available at the library and in paperback at your favorite 
bookstore.  You can reach me at ufhlibrary@comcast.net .      Jan  
 

ADULT FORUM 
We meet Sunday Mornings at 10 AM.  Our topics are unannounced.  Our discussions are 
often lively and intense, but remain polite and friendly. 
 
May 3rd:  CREATE YOUR OWN UU NATION. Given the hypothesis of a new continent 
populated initially be a small group of Unitarians, what would be the ideal way of ruling the new nation and of 
developing the land and infrastructure?  A great discussion!  
� (Topic Presenter: Doug Coleman; 12 present) 
 
May 10th:  CUBA ON THE VERGE. Members generally agreed that it was time to end the embargo, but 
most expressed caution as to the manner in which political and economic relationships should be re-
established. 
� (Topic Presenter: Gene Holland; 10 present) 
 
All are welcome. 
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“To feel most beauti-
fully alive means to 
be reading something 
beautiful,  
ready always to ap-
prehend in the flow 
of language the sud-
den flash of  
poetry."    
~ Gaston Bachelard ~ 












