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SUNDAY PROGRAMS

10:00 A.M. - 10:50 A.M.: ADULT FORUM Analyzing Our Times. See page 3 for
more details. Coordinator: Bert Golding

10:00 A.M. - 10:50 A.M.: Building Your Own Theology Group (BYOT) A discussion
group to help participants search for and develop a personal theology.

10:00 A.M. - 10:50 A.M.: FOCUS GROUP See page 5 for more details.

CHILDREN’S RELIGIOUS EDUCATION meets from 10:00 A.M. - 11:00 A.M. See
page 2 for more details of programs.

11 A.M. SERVICE
Child Care Provided

MAY 10 — "Mother's Day, Flowers, & Peace'' by the Rev. Melanie Morel-
Ensminger Pulpiteered by June Godwin "Over 140 years ago, Unitarian foremother
Julia Ward Howe wrote the Mother's Day Proclamation, calling for an international day
of peace to honor mothers everywhere...The fact that the original Mother's Day was based
on a hope for world peace has been almost entirely lost. But we Unitarian Universalists,
heirs to her faith tradition, should not allow this omission to stand." Join us as we cele-
brate Mother's Day and reflect on our own hopes for peace.

MAY 17— Orientalism. Speaker: Dwight Raulston

In his book “Orientalism”, Edward Said says that Orientalism, which primarily viewed
Eastern cultures through the lens of Western attitudes, actually created a divide between
the East and the West, and facilitated Colonialism. Dwight Raulston will consider how
this has shaped our own Middle-Eastern policies that continue to the present day.

MAY 24 — Emerson on Emerson. Speaker: Laura Emerson

UU History is filled with interesting and inspiring figures (as the newsletter's history quiz-
zes attest). Certainly Ralph Waldo Emerson is among the most recognized today. Inter-
estingly, he quit UU Ministry after only three years, to become famous as a peripatetic
writer of history, science, literature and - dare I say it - religious mysticism. Which of his
views resonate most with UUs today and which now seem archaic?

MAY 31 — Process Theology. Speaker: David Garver

The matter based worldview of Plato and Aristotle permeates all of western civilization,
but has made answering some important questions very difficult. In the last century, some
philosophers and theologians have been exploring a different, process based, worldview,
and have reached a number of surprising conclusions. Come find out how Process
Thought may be particularly relevant to anyone who accepts the UU principles.
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CHLILDREN’S RE

A lot of people don’t
know what church can
do for them. Unitarian
Universalism might not
be on their landscape
and they may not know
a church is out there for
them. -Gini Courter

I came to Houston in 1992, leaving my
church of origin behind. Ididn’t return to
regular church service for nearly a decade.
And yet...

In 1993, friends attended services at Emerson.
I was never invited. (And like many college
students, I had no car of my own, so the invi-
tation was critical.) In 1994, I dated the son
of a UU minister. We even went camping
with the congregation. But no one talked
about church or a faith or indicated any fur-
ther activities. Very confusing and quite
unlike the Methodist I’d dated—that church
had welcomed me, made follow up phone
calls, and put me to work setting out punch
and cookies!

When we planned our wedding in 1996, we
considered having a UU minister perform the
ceremony. We didn’t know of any in the
Houston area. Hmmm.

Other than a few funerals, I didn’t step foot in
a church through those years. Years with all
the usual transitions of young adulthood—
leaving home, starting a career, getting mar-
ried, buying a house, and starting a family.
We had plenty of friends, most of them busy
with the same struggles. We had a few men-

tors. But a community? Voices telling us to
nurture our spirits? An avenue to getting
outside ourselves to help the world? We had
none of that.

And then a woman in my children’s play-
group invited me to church. Iliked the peo-
ple there, but I also liked to sleep on Sunday
mornings. She invited me to Sunday eve-
ning and midweek programs. Slowly but
surely, I was drawn into the church. Grow-
ing in faith, growing in spirit.

Who in your life needs to find us? How can
you bring them here?

Each week during the Sunday 10 o'clock
hour, the children are continuing their explo-
ration of UU principles and history—we are
beginning a unit on Unitarians and Univer-
salists who exemplify our principle of the
interconnected web of life, including Henry
David Thoreau, Beatrix Potter, and P.T. Bar-
num. At 1lam we’re splitting our time be-
tween the multigenerational service and our
own projects and fun.

The Religious Education Committee meets
at the Fellowship, at 7 PM on the second
Thursday of each month. Our next meeting
will be May 14™ -- we hope to discuss sum-
mer plans and curricula for the fall. If you
have any questions, concerns, or ideas,
please feel free to bring them to me or to
Bob Wiener, RE Chair.

Yours in faith,

Katy Carpman

Director of Religious Education
ufhdre @comcast.net

UU QUIZ

What UU said: “Itis
better to have strug-
gled and lost than to

- have never struggled at all”?
: Answer on page 7

SCHOLARSHIP
A special highlight of the Mother's Day program will
be the introduction of Joanne Alvarado, this year's
recipient of the UFH David Harrop Scholarship. She
is an outstanding young woman so please take the
time to meet her at the reception following the
Mother's Day Program. We think you'll agree with
our selection.

The Scholarship Committee
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Tuesday Book Club

Here are our upcoming books:
May 5, 2009, THE STORY OF B by Daniel Quinn

June 2, 2009, LADIES OF LIBERTY: THE WOMEN WHO SHAPED OUR NA-
TION by Cokie Roberts

Recounted with the insight and humor of an expert storyteller and drawing on per-
sonal correspondence, private journals, and other primary sources—many of them
previously unpublished—Roberts brings to life the extraordinary accomplishments
of women who laid the groundwork for a better society. Almost every quotation here
is written by a woman, to a woman, or about a woman.

July 7, 2009, PEOPLE OF THE BOOK by Geraldine Brooks

Hanna Heath, an Australian book conservationist, is thrilled to be chosen to work on
the rare illuminated Haggadah created in Spain in the Middle Ages. The book had
been protected in a museum in Sarajevo until 1994, when it was rescued from cer-

1

The Fellowship
Book Club meets
on the first Tues-
day of the month
at 7:30 pm in the
Fellowship Library
of the Unitarian
Fellowship of
Houston, 1504
Wirt Road and is
open to all book

lovers.

tain plunder during the Bosnian conflict and hidden in a bank vault by a Muslim li-
brarian. Hanna is as eager to learn and preserve the mysterious history of the codex
as she is to restore the manuscript. How did it come to be illustrated, a practice be-
lieved to have been forbidden by Jewish law? What is the meaning of the wine stain,
the hair, the insect wing, and the salt crystals? The author uses these artifacts to
weave a thrilling tale of the unusual creation of the Haggadah in Seville in 1480 and
its dangerous journey to Tarragona, Venice, Vienna, and finally Sarajevo.

- I am a poor man -
- and of little :
: worth, who is la- :
- boring in that art -
. that God has

. given me in or-

- der to extend my :
. life as long as

: possible.

- ~ Michelangelo

Our books should all be available at the library and in paperback at your favorite
bookstore. You can reach me at uthlibrary@comcast.net. Jan

"A book is a garden, an orchard, a storehouse, a party, a company by the
way, a counselor, a multitude of counselors.” ~ Henry Ward Beecher ~

ADULT FORUM
We meet Sunday Mornings at 10 AM. Our topics are unannounced. Our discussions are
often lively and intense, but remain polite and friendly.

April 19th: Could Global Warming Be Natural? There is now general agreement that

global warming is taking place. Although major scientific groups see a high priority in reducing human-
related carbon dioxide, methane, and other greenhouse gases, there are dissenters who believe current propos-
als to reduce greenhouse gases are expensive and not justified. Controlling world population growth was felt
to be an important related topic. ¢ (Topic Presenter: John Haberman; 12 present)

April 26th: What should the US do now? There was a lively discussion on the topic. Suggestions include
requiring higher gas mileage standards, raising fuel taxes, stopping ethanol incentives, stopping incentives for
more children, and removing the requirements for more ethanol in gasoline.

¢ (Topic Presenter: Wayne Derrick; 12 present)

All are welcome.
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MAY 2009

SUN MON

3 Andrea 4
Jain, 11
am

10 June 11
Godwin,
11 am

17 Dwight |18
Raulston,
11 am

Sam Phil- fi

pot’s BD &
&

24 Laura 25

Emerson,
11 am

31 David
Garver, 11
am

TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 Blue 2
Notes, 7 UU MU-
pm SIC FES-
TIVAL, 3
-9PM
5 6 Book 7 Blue 8 9
Club, Notes, 7 Jun Ji
7:30 pm | pm Wiener’s
BD ﬁ
National Guild of Piano Teachers @
10:00 am to 6:00 pm, Mon—Fri
12 13 14 Blue 15 16
RS Soci- | Notes, 7 Gay Cos-
ety, 6-7  pm griff’s BD
pm
19 20 RS 21 Blue 22 23
Society, 6 | Notes, 7
-7 pm pm
26 27 RS 28 Blue 29 30
Society, 6 ' Notes, 7 Katy
-7 pm pm Haber-
: - : man’s BD
National Guild of Piano Teachers
10:00 aml to 6:00 pm, Wed—Fri %@

If you don’t see your birthday
listed, please contact
Dorenne.

Fellowgram

Schedule of Events

¢ Recital, May 3,
1:30-8 pm

¢ Recital, May 9,
5-8 pm

¢ Recital, May 10,
2-8:30 pm

¢ Recital, May 11,
6-8 pm

¢ Recital, May 12,
6-8 pm

¢ Recital, May 16,
5-8:45 pm

¢ Recital, May 17,
12:30-7 pm

5-7pm

¢ Recitals, May
24, 1:30-6 pm

¢ Recital, May 30,
5-8 pm

¢ Recital, May 31,
2-4 pm

See regularly
Monthly Sched-
ules on Page 5.

Fellowgram
Deadlines: May
12 & May 26
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THE FOCUS GROUP
THE FOCUS GROUP MEETS AT 10 AM ON SUNDAYS.

Everyone is welcome. We discuss books chapter by chapter and preparation

is not required.

We are now discussing Dinosaur in a Haystack", a collection of essays by Stephen Jay
Gould. We will be discussing chapters 18 and 19 on May 3, chapters 20 and 21 on May 10, and chapters 23
and 24 on May 17.

"I must run out my skein, but nature never will -- and we should all take the greatest pleasure in this, her infi-
nite bounty." —Stephen Jay Gould

MONTHLY SCHEDULED EVENTS AT THE FELLOWSHIP

Every First Tuesday: The Book Club, 7:30 pm (Library)

Every First Thursday: Ladies Luncheon, | pm (Hunan Chef on 1-10)
Every Second Thursday: RE Committee Meeting, 7:00 pm (Workroom)
Every Second Sunday: Offertory goes to benefit lunch for Turning Point
Every Third Saturday: Serve lunch at Turning Point — Ask Dodie)

Every Saturday: Church of God, 12 to 4:30 pm (ext’ed hours on calendar)
Every Third Thursday: Men’s Luncheon, 12:20 pm at Nam’s

Every Wednesday, the SSSC (RS) Society, 6:15 pm (Sanctuary)

Joys and Concerns
Announcements

Joys and Concerns: 04/19— Xxxxx Xxxxxxx was concerned about XXxX XxxxX who fell once
again. He is currently staying in Austin with his daughter. XxxxX has his cell number for any who
wish to contact him. Xxxx Xxxxxx said he had Xxxx'x address for those who wish to write to him.
XXXXX XXxXX lit a candle of gratitude for all who worked to make the Seder dinner so memorable.
His thanks extended to Turning Point volunteers. XXXXXXX XXXXXXXX lit a memory candle for a
quirky college friend who recently died. Xxxx XxxxxxXx lit a candle for his youngest sister who has
MS. XXxxx XxXXxXX was joyful about his new CD recently recorded. He hopes to see us all at the Mu-
sic Festival Saturday, May 2nd.

Joys and Concerns: 04/26— We lit a single candle to commemorate all the milestones of the day.



















