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Unitarian Fellowship of Houston 
A Welcoming Unitarian Universalist Congregation 

10:00 A.M. - 10:50 A.M.: ADULT FORUM Analyzing Our Times.  See page 3 for 
more details.  Coordinator: Bert Golding 
 
10:00 A.M. - 10:50 A.M.: Building Your Own Theology Group (BYOT) A discus-
sion group to help participants search for and develop a personal theology. 
 
10:00 A.M. - 10:50 A.M.: FOCUS GROUP  See page 5 for more details. 
 
CHILDREN’S RELIGIOUS EDUCATION meets from 10:00 A.M. - 11:00 A.M.  
See page 2 for more details of programs. 
 

11 A.M.  SERVICE 
Child Care Provided 

 
APRIL 26 —  Gini Courter Speaks...and when Gini speaks, people listen! 
Gini is UUA Moderator, the highest volunteer position in our denomination.  As such 
she presides at the Board of Trustees meetings and at our General Assemblies.  And 
there is no more authentic, heartfelt, and articulate voice today within our movement 
than Gini’s.  Join us as this dynamic speaker honors our 50 years as a beacon of lib-
eral religion in this community. 
Gini will also offer a special workshop, Working and Growing in Faith, from 
1:30 until 3:00.  
 
MAY 3 —  Introducing Jainism: An Ancient Indian Religion. Speaker: Andrea 
Jain  Jainism holds many beliefs in common with Unitarian Universalism, from every 
person having a divine soul to each of us being the architect of our own lives.  Andrea 
Jain of the Boniuk Center for Religious Tolerance is a lecturer in the Religious Stud-
ies program at the University of Houston and a doctoral student in the Religious Stud-
ies Department at Rice University with majors in Hinduism and Jainism and Psychol-
ogy of Religion.   Alongside her doctorate, she is earning a Graduate Certificate in the 
Study of Women, Gender, and Sexuality. 
 
MAY 10 —  "Over 140 years ago, Unitarian foremother Julia Ward Howe wrote the 
Mother's Day Proclamation, calling for an international day of peace to honor moth-
ers everywhere...The fact that the original Mother's Day was based on a hope for 
world peace has been almost entirely lost. But we Unitarian Universalists, heirs to her 
faith tradition, should not allow this omission to stand." Join us as we celebrate 
Mother's Day and reflect on our own hopes for peace. June Godwin will pulpiteer 
this sermon, originally given by Rev. Melanie Morel Ensminger of the First Unitarian 
Universalist Church of New Orleans.  



CHLILDREN’S RE 
 
Back in Puri-
tan days, 
church ushers 
carried a large 
staff with two 
ends—one 
soft feathers 

for tickling elders who may have dozed off 
during the long services, the other a hard 
knob for correcting the behavior (including 
napping) of unruly youngsters.   
Thankfully, said staffs have been retired to 
museums and now ushers hand out papers and 
help people to their seats.  And yet in many 
churches, all must sit motionless, silent, and 
intent only upon the speaker.   
Like many, I concentrate far better when I 
have something in my hands, so I was over-
joyed to learn that this was a long tradition in 
our denominational histories.  Women tradi-
tionally brought in needlework, though some 
of both genders would have small bound jour-
nals for notes and sketches.  These traditions 
continue—you may have noticed Barbara 
Derrick produce gorgeous portraits in our sa-
cred space.  Unitarian Universalists of all 
ages have embraced knitting, crocheting, nee-
dlepoint and even tatting as they listen and 
participate in Sunday worship. 
I try to give our children and youth a little 
something each week—pipe cleaners to bend 
and braid or busy sheets with topical word 
searches and mazes ranging from simple to 
and fro to intricate grids with multiple solu-

tions.  These little activities are grounding—
the children go to their seats and get to work, 
with some quiet cooperation as the rest of 
the congregation gets settled.  Some days 
they fuss that they aren’t quite done with one 
of the puzzles and it’s already time to leave 
the service.  And for all that they seem so 
intent, they’re catching on to the rhythms of 
worship and picking up messages as well! 

Each week during the Sunday 10 o'clock 
hour, the children are continuing their explo-
ration of UU principles and history—we are 
beginning a unit on Unitarians and Univer-
salists who exemplify our principle of the 
interconnected web of life, including Henry 
David Thoreau, Beatrix Potter, and P.T. Bar-
num.  At 11am we’re splitting our time be-
tween the multigenerational service and our 
own projects and fun.  We hope to make 
more bags for the homeless soon, so bring 
your paper money!  $3 for a bag full of shelf-
stable treats you can distribute as you see fit. 

The Religious Education Committee meets 
at the Fellowship, at 7 PM on the second 
Thursday of each month.  Our next meeting 
will be May 14th -- we hope to discuss sum-
mer plans and curricula for the fall.  If you 
have any questions, concerns, or ideas, 
please feel free to bring them to me or to 
Bob Wiener, RE Chair. 

Yours in faith, 
Katy Carpman 
Director of Religious Education 
ufhdre@comcast.net 
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UU QUIZ 
 

Who was the 
first minister to 
preach Unitari-
anism under 
that name in 

this country?  	 	
 
Answer on page 7 

DINNER FOR 8 
We invite all fellowshippers, members and friends, to join 
Dinner For Eight.  
 Dinner For Eight is a monthly dinner, held in member's 
homes, usually the 3rd Saturday of the month, or at the host's 
discretion.  The host furnishes the main course and drinks, and 
the guests bring side dishes per the hosts' request. 
 This is a great way to have a fun evening with like minded 
folks! 
 If you signed up last year, we will keep you on our active list, 
unless we hear otherwise. If you are not a member, please join 
the fun! Call or email Gretchen Pinsonneault or Jan LaRocque 



Here are our upcoming books: 
  
May 5, 2009, THE STORY OF B by Daniel Quinn 
 
June 2, 2009, LADIES OF LIBERTY: THE WOMEN WHO SHAPED OUR NA-
TION by Cokie Roberts 
Recounted with the insight and humor of an expert storyteller and drawing on per-
sonal correspondence, private journals, and other primary sources—many of them 
previously unpublished—Roberts brings to life the extraordinary accomplishments 
of women who laid the groundwork for a better society. Almost every quotation here 
is written by a woman, to a woman, or about a woman.  
 
July 7, 2009, PEOPLE OF THE BOOK by Geraldine Brooks 
Hanna Heath, an Australian book conservationist, is thrilled to be chosen to work on 
the rare illuminated Haggadah created in Spain in the Middle Ages. The book had 
been protected in a museum in Sarajevo until 1994, when it was rescued from cer-
tain plunder during the Bosnian conflict and hidden in a bank vault by a Muslim li-
brarian. Hanna is as eager to learn and preserve the mysterious history of the codex 
as she is to restore the manuscript. How did it come to be illustrated, a practice be-
lieved to have been forbidden by Jewish law? What is the meaning of the wine stain, 
the hair, the insect wing, and the salt crystals? The author uses these artifacts to 
weave a thrilling tale of the unusual creation of the Haggadah in Seville in 1480 and 
its dangerous journey to Tarragona, Venice, Vienna, and finally Sarajevo. 
 
Our books should all be available at the library and in paperback at your favorite 
bookstore.  You can reach me at ufhlibrary@comcast.net .      Jan  
 
 
“To feel most beautifully alive means to be reading something beautiful, ready al-
ways to apprehend in the flow of language the sudden flash of poetry."   ~ Gaston 

ADULT FORUM 
We meet Sunday Mornings at 10 AM.  Our topics are unannounced.  Our discussions are often lively and in-
tense, but remain polite and friendly. 

 
April 5th:  What to do about our overcrowded prisons-- The group concentrated 
on drug-related offenses, with much vigorous discussion.  The majority lean toward 
the legalization of marijuana but not other drugs and most felt that rehab was a better 
strategy for many drug users than prison time. � (Topic Presenter: Jimmy Dunne; 12 
present) 
 
 

April 12th:  The good (we know the bad) about the current recession -- We are rediscovering the joys of 
gardens, community, and family. 
� (Topic Presenter: Judy Emerson; 10 present) 
 
All are welcome. 
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Everything deep is 
also simple and can 
be reproduced simply 
as long as its refer-
ence to the whole 
truth is maintained. 
But what matters is 
not what is witty but 
what is true.  
~ Albert Schweitzer 



Schedule of Events 
 
♦ Wedding Reh., 

Apr. 3, 6 pm 
 
♦ Wedding, Apr. 

4, 5-10 pm 
 
♦ HMTA, Apr. 8, 

9am-12 noon 
 
♦ Recital, Apr. 12, 

1:30-4:30 pm 
 
♦ Musicale, Apr. 

19, 1:45-3:15 
pm 

 
♦ “Working and 

Growing in 
Faith” Work-
shop - Pg 7 for 
details 

 
 
 
Fellowgram  
Deadlines: Apr. 14 
& Apr. 28 
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BIRTHDAY LIST 
	

G.G. Gunn, 
Apr. 6 
Russell Mai, 
Apr. 9 
Carol Timmreck,  
Apr. 16 
Jimmy Dunne, Apr. 
27 
 
If your BD is not listed, 
please call the office and 
let Dorenne know. 

MONTHLY SCHEDULED EVENTS 
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   1 2 3 4 

5 David 
Garver  
11 am 

6 7 CofG,  
5-10 pm 

8 CofG,  
6-10 pm 

9 CofG, 
11-4 pm 

10 11 

12 John 
Pepper  
11 am 
EASTER! 

13 14 BOOK 
CLUB, 
7:30 PM 

15 16 17 18 

19 Katy 
Carpman 
11 am 

20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 Gini 
Courter 
 11 am & 
1:30 pm 

27 28 29 30   
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