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Unitarian Fellowship of Houston 
A Welcoming Unitarian Universalist Congregation 

10:00 A.M. - 10:50 A.M.: ADULT FORUM Analyzing Our Times.  See page 3 for 
more details.  Coordinator: Bert Golding 
 
10:00 A.M. - 10:50 A.M.: Building Your Own Theology Group (BYOT) A discus-
sion group to help participants search for and develop a personal theology. 
 
10:00 A.M. - 10:50 A.M.: FOCUS GROUP  See page 5 for more details. 
 
CHILDREN’S RELIGIOUS EDUCATION meets from 10:00 A.M. - 11:00 A.M.  
See page 2 for more details of programs. 
 

11 A.M.  SERVICE 
Child Care Provided 

 
MARCH 29 — What Are We? Speaker: Jim Lawrence 
The program will be a followup of Jim’s March 15 presentation, "Where are we?".  
Jim will take us in a Socratic pursuit of what we are, through the lens of the universe 
from the first supernova to the present, using a question and answer format. 
 
APRIL  5 — GM Food - Boon or Bane.  Speaker: David Garver 
What are the arguments that are being made for and against so-called “Frankenfoods”, 
and how do we know how much weight to give each argument? 
 
APRIL 12 —  Sacred Memories and Reminders – Speaker: John Pepper 
On this Easter Sunday, please join us as we reflect on the sacred memories of events 
we deem holy and the rituals that remind us of those events.  In that same spirit, we 
will also celebrate our own beautiful Flower Communion, a reminder of our diversity 
and the beauty each of our unique spirits brings to our Beloved Community – The 
Unitarian Fellowship of Houston.  
 
APRIL 19 — Principles and Purposes and Sources, OH MY! 
Many Unitarian Universalist materials mention the principles, purposes and sources. 
But what does it all mean? How does it fit together? Are these our version of the Ten 
Commandments or Robert's Rules of Order? Katy Carpman, our Director of Reli-
gious Education, will help us to understand what it all means and why these are im-
portant pieces to understanding our faith.  



CHLILDREN’S RE 
 
It is a wild week at 
the Carpman 
house—Sunday 
afternoon we got 
our new dog and 
now we’re reeling 
to adjust.  Sure, we 
had plans for 
where she would 
sleep and eat, but 

actuality is never a perfect match with plans.  
Add a certain Houdini talent on top of that, 
and well…life is exciting. 
 
It reminds me of a workshop with Michael 
Durall two years ago. He used the image of a 
mobile, carefully strung structures balancing 
and shifting with the breeze.  That if a mobile 
were still, it could be lovely, but it wouldn’t 
hold your attention.  It is the change, and the 
constant adjustments, which make a mobile, 
our homes, and our congregations compel-
ling. 
 
And yet, these shifts are unsettling.  We are 
most comfortable when we know where we 
stand and when everything is in its place.  
Adding something new, be it a dog or a ser-
vice element, can bring anxiety for everyone.  
So it is extremely important that we talk 
about changes, fully discussing the reasoning 
and the mechanics beforehand, and affirming 
the feelings of all during the transition.  If 
something isn’t working smoothly after a set 
time, perhaps additional adjustments need to 
be made.   
 
As we made the change to include the chil-
dren in weekly services, we tugged several 

strings in our congregational mobile.  There 
have been little wrinkles—difficulty with 
microphones, coordinating the offering.  But 
by and large, it has been a fun adventure.  
The children are glad to be welcomed into 
the community at large and relish an expand-
ing understanding of the Fellowship and the 
world.  The adults get to see the young faces 
and hear their fresh views and voices. 
 
I am looking forward to our next Program-
ming Workshop on Sunday, April 5th.  We 
will set up our Worship calendar for the sec-
ond half of the year, working together to up-
hold that which is worthy of celebrating and 
affirming. 
 
Each week during the Sunday 10 o'clock 
hour, the children are continuing their explo-
ration of UU principles and history—right 
now we're in the midst of an exploration 
unit, featuring lessons about Vilhjalmur Ste-
fansson, N.C. Wyeth, and others!  And at 
11am we’re learning the rhythms of congre-
gational life, in our songs and rituals. 
 
 The Religious Education Committee meets 
each month—stay tuned for our next date as 
we will be rescheduling it to make way for 
our annual UFH Seder (April 9th).  If you 
have any questions or concerns, please feel 
free to bring them to me or to Bob Wiener, 
RE Chair. 
 
Yours in faith, 
Katy Carpman 
Director of Religious Education 
ufhdre@comcast.net 

������� Fellowgram 

	

UU QUIZ 
 

What Universalist writer ed-
ited the Rose of Sharon, an 

annual compilation of literary and reli-
gious writings by Universalists? 
	 	 Answer on page 7 
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Here are our upcoming books: 
  
April 14, 2009, DEVIL IN THE WHITE CITY: Murder, Magic and Madness at 
the Fair that Changed America by Erik Larson 
 
May 5, 2009, THE STORY OF B by Daniel Quinn 
Father Jared Osborne—bound by a centuries-old mandate held by his order to know 
before all others that the Antichrist is among us—is sent to Europe on a mission to 
find a peripatetic preacher whose radical message is attracting a growing circle of 
followers. The target of Osborne's investigation is an American known only as B.  
He isn't teaching New Age platitudes or building a fanatical following; instead, he is 
quietly uncovering the hidden history of our planet, redefining the fall of man, and 
retracing a path of human spirituality that extends millions of years into the past.  
 
June 2, 2009, LADIES OF LIBERTY: THE WOMEN WHO SHAPED OUR 
NATION by Cokie Roberts 
Recounted with the insight and humor of an expert storyteller and drawing on per-
sonal correspondence, private journals, and other primary sources—many of them 
previously unpublished—Roberts brings to life the extraordinary accomplishments 
of women who laid the groundwork for a better society. Almost every quotation here 
is written by a woman, to a woman, or about a woman.  
 
Our books should all be available at the library and in paperback at your favorite 
bookstore.  You can reach me at ufhlibrary@comcast.net .      Jan  
 
 
"I was reading the dictionary. I thought it was a poem about everything."   
 ~Stephen Wright 

ADULT FORUM 
We meet Sunday Mornings at 10 AM.  Our topics are unannounced.  Our discussions are often lively and in-
tense, but remain polite and friendly. 
 
March 8th:  Ø  Adult Forum Rules.  The group held a lively discussion of rules and procedures to ensure 
that the Forum operates in the most effective way.  Following this, there was a brief, but stimulating discus-
sion of the economy and current problems.  � � (Topic Presenter: Bert Golding; Number Present: 13) 
 
March 15th:  Ø  Genetic Engineered Food-Are We Self-destructing? The group's discussion expanded the 
topic beyond genetic engineering with members generally expressing concern about the quality and safety of 
our food supply.  John Haberman suggested that Fellowship members interested in food issues should form a 
group onlne.  Mimi Lawrence agreed to set up email distribution for those interested-contact her to join: 
geos51@consolidated.net  X-Antispam: NO; Spamcatcher 4.1.11. Score 2   � � (Topic Presenter: David Ox-
man; Number Present: 11) 
 
All are welcome. 
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