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Unitarian Fellowship of Houston 
A Welcoming Unitarian Universalist Congregation 

10:00 A.M. - 10:50 A.M.: ADULT FORUM Analyzing Our Times.  See page 3 for 
more details.  Coordinator: Bert Golding 
 
10:00 A.M. - 10:50 A.M.: Building Your Own Theology Group (BYOT) A discus-
sion group to help participants search for and develop a personal theology. 
 
10:00 A.M. - 10:50 A.M.: FOCUS GROUP  See page 5 for more details. 
 
CHILDREN’S RELIGIOUS EDUCATION meets from 10:00 A.M. - 11:00 A.M.  
See page 2 for more details of programs. 
 

11 A.M.  SERVICE 
Child Care Provided 

 
MARCH 1 — Is It Too Late to Make a Difference? Speaker: Patti Henry 
I could not at any age be content to take my place by the fireside and simply look on. 
                                                     --- Eleanor Roosevelt 
Moving from simply looking on to simply changing the world, women have cata-
pulted the healing process that's going on in the world today.  Come hear psychothera-
pist and author Patti Henry tell some of their amazing stories -- stories that will inspire 
you to make a difference in this world, too. 
 
MARCH 8 —  William Jennings Bryan.  Orson Cook will discuss the changing his-
torical reputation of William Jennings Bryan, the thrice failed Democratic candidate 
for president at the turn of the last century.  For several decades, Bryan's reputation 
has suffered, largely due to his association with creationism at the famous Scopes 
Trial in 1925.  But recently some historians, including Dr. Cook, have begun to re-
evaluate the "Great Commoner" in a more favorable light.   Behind all of Bryan's reli-
gious rhetoric and Christian symbolism, Professor Cook suggests, beat the heart of the 
founder of the progressive wing of Democratic Party thirty years before Franklin Roo-
sevelt.  
 
MARCH 15 —  Where Are We?  Speaker: Jim Lawrence 
We all, at times, dwell on our existence. We ask questions such as Why? How?  
What? Where? When?  Children, being young, have an innocent curiosity and are of-
ten heard to ask these questions. In my presentation I will ask the children the basic 
question: Where are we? ( In time and space) In doing so I will present them with 
demonstrations from my most popular college introductory courses. I hope all will 
benefit from the experience.  
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I went to the park with my three-year old god-
daughter. She looked up at a climbing struc-
ture about twice her height and set to work. “I 
can do it!” she told herself. “I can do it! I can 
do it! I'm almost there!...I DID IT!” Only then 
did she turn around to accept (and demand) 
adoration. 

Last Saturday at 
our anniversary 
gala, Betty 
Oertel tapped my 
shoulder. “Katy! 
You do that write 
a book quickly 
thing, right? So 

does he!” She then introduced me to Ed Mil-
lis, who did indeed do National Novel Writ-
ing Month. We talked a bit about writing ad-
ventures, and he noted that he had spent his 
career in engineering—about as far from writ-
ing as a person can get, he claimed. The topic 
came up later in a larger gathering of people, 
with one insisting that if she were to sit down 
to write, all that would be there is a blank 
piece of paper. She couldn't do it. Nope. 
Never. 

How do we get from the fearless “try any-
thing” state of childhood to the boxed-in “I 
can't” so prevalent in our grownup years? Is 
there some rhyme or reason to it? Is it simply 
too many failures or criticisms? Is it the 
change from generalist to specialist—
developing skills as an engineer crowding out 
creative writing brain activity? How can we 
embrace William Ellery Channing’s ideal of 
the full unfolding of every human spirit? 

As a community of faith, we may not have all 
the answers, but we do have a few pretty 

powerful things going for us. Church is a 
place where people can grow their spirits 
actively, trying new skills on for size and 
learning from those more experienced. It can 
be a safe place to get out of our usual box of 
what we do. As each of us brings our best 
selves to the table, we can support and affirm 
each other, gently challenging and guiding 
and moving forward in love.  

The children and youth try something new 
almost every Sunday morning.  In this loving 
environment we might construct graham 
cracker cantilevered buildings, play a coop-
erative game or explore another culture. We 
are all constantly amazed at the talents un-
covered and the joys released in this room of 
young Unitarian Universalists. What do you 
get to do in your life that that has that oppor-
tunity for satisfaction? 

Each week during the Sunday 10 o'clock 
hour, the children are continuing their explo-
ration of UU principles and history—right 
now we're in the midst of a building unit, 
featuring lessons about Frank Lloyd Wright 
and sculptor Daniel Chester French.  Next 
we will embrace our exploring sides, learn-
ing about Vihjamur Stefansson, N.C. Wyeth, 
and others!  And thank you all for such a 
warm welcome into the 11am service!  

The Religious Education Committee meets 
the second Thursday of each month at 
7pm—our next meeting will be March 
12th.  If you have any questions or concerns, 
please feel free to bring them to me or to 
Bob Wiener, RE Chair. 

Yours in faith, 
Katy Carpman 
Director of Religious Education 
ufhdre@comcast.net	
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UU QUIZ 
 

What double Nobel Prize winner was a member 
of First Unitarian Church in Los Angeles?  

Answer on page 8. 



Here are our upcoming books: 
  
March  3, 2009  THE ALCHEMIST by Paulo Coelho.  
 
April 7, 2009, DEVIL IN THE WHITE CITY: Murder, Magic and Madness at 
the Fair that Changed America by Erik Larson 
The bestselling author of Isaac's Storm returns with a gripping tale about two men -- 
one a creative genius, the other a mass murderer -- who turned the 1893 Chicago 
World's Fair into their playground. Set against the dazzle of a dream city whose 
technological marvels presaged the coming century, this real-life drama of good and 
evil unfolds with all the narrative tension of a fictional thriller.  
 
May 5, 2009, THE STORY OF B by Daniel Quinn 
Father Jared Osborne—bound by a centuries-old mandate held by his order to know 
before all others that the Antichrist is among us—is sent to Europe on a mission to 
find a peripatetic preacher whose radical message is attracting a growing circle of 
followers. The target of Osborne's investigation is an American known only as B.  
He isn't teaching New Age platitudes or building a fanatical following; instead, he is 
quietly uncovering the hidden history of our planet, redefining the fall of man, and 
retracing a path of human spirituality that extends millions of years into the past.  
 
June 7, 2009, LADIES OF LIBERTY: THE WOMEN WHO SHAPED OUR 
NATION by Cokie Roberts 
 
Our books should all be available at the library and in paperback at your favorite 
bookstore.  You can reach me at ufhlibrary@comcast.net .      Jan  
 
“The greatest gift is the passion for reading.  It is cheap, it consoles, it distracts, it 
excites, it gives you knowledge of the world and experience of a wide kind.  It is a 
moral illumination.”  ~ Elizabeth Hardwick ~ 

ADULT FORUM 
 
We meet Sunday Mornings at 10 AM.  Our topics are unannounced.  Our discus-
sions are often lively and intense, but remain polite and friendly. 
 
February 8th:  Ø  200th anniversary of the birth of Charles Darwin on Feb 12, 
2009.  The group discussed the status of belief in evolution by natural selection.  It's 
fascinating that after 200 years and the total acceptance of the basic theory of evolu-
tion through natural selection there is still so much opposition which is almost en-
tirely based on religious belief.   � � (Topic Presenter: Jimmy Dunne; Number Pre-
sent: 14) 
 
February 15th:  Ø  We had a very full room Sunday as we discussed the pros and 
cons of the economic stimulus package.  � � (Topic Presenter: Sid George; Number 
Present: 20) 
 
All are welcome. 
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Schedule of Events 
 
♦ Recital, Mar. 

7, 5-7 pm 
 
 
♦ Wedding Reh., 

Mar. 20, 6-7 
pm 

 
♦ Wedding, 

Mar. 21, 4:45-
7 pm 

 
♦ FCAH Meet-

ing, Mar. 29, 
1:30-5 pm 

 
 
 
Fellowgram 
Deadlines: Mar. 
3, Mar. 17 and 
Mar. 31 
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BIRTHDAY 
LIST 

	

Emilie Lemmel, Mar. 
4th 
Gordon Cave, Mar. 
15th 
Betty Oertel, Mar. 
24th 
Jill Haberman, Mar. 
27th 
Dorenne’s, Mar. 29th 
 
If your BD is not 
listed, please call the 
office and let Dorenne 
know. 

MONTHLY SCHEDULED EVENTS 
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