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SUNDAY PROGRAMS

10:00 A.M. - 10:50 A.M.: ADULT FORUM Analyzing Our Times. See page 3 for
more details. Coordinator: Bert Golding

10:00 A.M. - 10:50 A.M.: Building Your Own Theology Group (BYOT) A discus-
sion group to help participants search for and develop a personal theology.

10:00 A.M. - 10:50 A.M.: FOCUS GROUP See page 5 for more details.

CHILDREN’S RELIGIOUS EDUCATION meets from 10:00 A.M. - 11:00 A.M.
See page 2 for more details of programs.

11 A.M. SERVICE
Child Care Provided

JANUARY 18 — Dr. Martin Luther King has sown the seeds -- are we
prepared to reap? Speaker: Martin McGregor

"So [Jesus] said to them, ' Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of
wolves." And he gave them a formula for action, 'Be ye therefore wise as ser-
pents, and harmless as doves.' ... We must combine the toughness of the ser-
pent and the softness of the dove, a tough mind and a tender heart." Are we
there yet? Bill Boydstun is our program coordinator.

JANUARY 25 — What Matters Most. James Hollis, Ph.D, author and ana-
lyst will present his unique perspective on such issues as the meaning of exis-
tence, why we are here, and what truly matters in life. From his latest book of
the same name, he will take a fresh look at what it means to truly live life to its
fullest, most meaningful state.

Dodie McKellar is our program coordinator.

FEBURARY 1 — "Embracing Our Whole Story'' Special Music Service
with Andrew McKnight. We are indeed the sum of many parts; not all of
them are so attractive to us. Yet as Andrew often jests self-deprecatingly in
concert, "if we don't have a laugh at ourselves every now and then we're miss-
ing a mighty big source of humor!". During this program Andrew weaves hu-
morous and poignant moments together in a beautiful tapestry, helping to ap-
preciate our perceived faults as gifts as well as our talents. Val Harrop is our
program coordinator.
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CHLILDREN'S RE

What do our children need on a Sunday
morning?
They need to light a
candle, and have a
quiet moment to en-
joy its mystery.
They need to sing a
song: to hear their
own voice and other
voices joined to-
gether, and to feel the feelings that are stirred
by music.
They need to hear a story and have a chance
to share their own: remembering that we are
each different and also very alike.
They need to create something. Expressing
themselves, whether using words or materi-
als, helps to bind the different parts of our-
selves and life together. That’s what religion
is.
They need to be with an adult who is inter-
ested in the world and who feels the privilege
and responsibility of their trust: one who is
glad to be with them, and regards them posi-
tively.
Into this safe and encouraging context, we
may weave the content of our religious tradi-
tions. The history and common threads of our
identity are important to be sure, but without
this essential loving embrace the education
will not be religious.
—Lowell Brook
With this in mind, we are excited to announce

that our plan for 2009 is to welcome all
school-aged children for the start of worship
every Sunday. They will have opportunities
to light the chalice, to sing opening hymns
with us, and help collect the offering. When
possible we will transform our first reading
into a Story for All Ages—NOT just a story
for the children, but a parable meaningful to
all of us. Some weeks the children will then
head off to supervised free play, while other
weeks they will stay for the whole program.

In other news, remember to bring your appe-
tite and wallets this Sunday, when our own
Jun Ji Wiener will be hosting a spaghetti
luncheon to raise funds for his Eagle Scout
project, decking for our storage building.
Also, we are planning a lock-in for Friday
January 23™ to January 24™. T have permis-
sion slips and information for any interested
youth!

The Religious Education Committee meets
the second Thursday of each month at
7pm—our next meeting will be February
12" If you have any questions or concerns,
please feel free to bring them to me or to
Bob Wiener, RE Chair.

Yours in faith,

Katy Carpman

Director of Religious Education
ufhdre @comcast.net

UU QUIZ

- What minister opposed the
: Great Awakening revival

: movement of Jonathan Ed-
- wards?

Answer on page 8.

Holiday Food Drive Thanks!

A  Thanks to everyone for

1% their donations to the Pride
ﬂ collections for the Houston
Ze Food Bank! We collected
16 cans of meat and fish, 31

‘ )Wzs cans of veggies, three cans

@ of fruit and three boxes of

grains!
Good job!  June




Volume 51, Issue 1

Tuesday Book Club

Here are our upcoming books:

February 3, 2009 Animal, Vegetable,
Miracle: A Year of Food Life By Bar-
bara Kingsolver. Novelist Barbara King-
solver once wrote, "If we can't, as artists,
improve on real life, we should put down
our pencils and go bake bread." In Ani-
mal, Vegetable, Miracle, she manages to
do both, applying her literary skills to a
new food environment. In her seamless
diary narrative, Kingsolver tells how she
and her family relocated to southern Ap-
palachia after suffering through years of
drought in Arizona. The purpose of the
move was simple: The Kingsolver’s
sought to "live in a place that could feed
us" by growing their own food and living
among a community of local organic
growers.

March 3,2009 THE ALCHEMIST by
Paulo Coelho. This inspirational fable by
Brazilian author and translator Coelho
has been a runaway bestseller throughout
Latin America and seems poised to
achieve the same prominence here. The
charming tale of Santiago, a shepherd

boy, who dreams of seeing the world, is
compelling in its own right, but gains
resonance through the many lessons
Santiago learns during his adventures. He
journeys from Spain to Morocco in search
of worldly success, and eventually to
Egypt, where a fateful encounter with an
alchemist brings him at last to self-
understanding and spiritual enlighten-
ment. The story has the comic charm, dra-
matic tension and psychological intensity
of a fairy tale, but it's full of specific wis-
dom as well, about becoming self-
empowered, overcoming depression, and
believing in dreams. The cumulative ef-
fect is like hearing a wonderful bedtime
story from an inspirational psychiatrist.
Comparisons to The Little Prince are ap-
propriate; this is a sweetly exotic tale for
young and old alike.

April 7, 2009, Ladies of Liberty by Cokie
Roberts.

Our books should all be available at the
library and in paperback at your favorite
bookstore. You can reach me at ufhli-
brary@comcast.net .  Jan
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The Fellowship
Book Club meets
on the first Tues-
day of the month
at 7:30 pm in the
Fellowship Library
of the Unitarian
Fellowship of
Houston, 1504
Wirt Road and is
open to all book

lovers.

ADULT FORUM

We meet Sunday Mornings at 10 AM. Our topics are unannounced. Our discussions are
often lively and intense, but remain polite and friendly.

December 21, 2008: @ What does our Future Hold? The forum discussed our
thoughts on President-elect Obama's appointments and their hopes for the future.
¢ ¢ (Topic Presenter: Jimmy Dunne; Number Present: 14)

January 4, 2009: @ Do Taxpayers really need to Help Bailout Corporate Compa-
nies? A discussion of the various financial scandals and failings of the last few

months. Should Congress establish a new Pecora Commission to investigate banks,
Wall Street, GMAC and such figures as Maddoff? ¢ & (Topic Presenter: David Oxman,

Number Present: 20)

All are welcome.

“No matter
: how busy you
* may think you
: are, you must
find time for
reading, or sur-
render yourself
to self-chosen

ignorance.”

~ Confusius
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January 2009

Schedule of Events

¢ Recital, Jan.
; 11, 1:30-4 pm
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

¢ Recital, Jan
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am : eon, Jan. 8, 1 i
! pm at Hunan :
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11 12 13 14 15 Blue 16 17 i i
Jimmy Notes, 7 i i
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11 am : ¢ Fellowgram i
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18 Bill 19 20 21 22 Blue 23 24 i Jan. 6 and i
Boydstun, Notes, 7 ! Jan. 20 i
11 am pm : i
- i
i i
R e eme e o e e
25 James 26 27 28 29 Blue 30 31
Hollis, 11 Notes, 7
am pm
BIRTHDAY LIST

Norma Auchter, Jan. 3

MONTHLY SCHEDULED EVENTS

Every First Tuesday: The Book Club, 7:30 pm (Library)
Every First Thursday: Ladies Luncheon, | pm (Hunan Chef on I-10, near

Gary Yokie, Jan 7

Home Depot) Peter Jagdeo, Jan 21

Every Second Thursday: RE Committee Meeting, 7:00 pm (Workroom)
Every Second Sunday: Offertory goes to benefit lunch for Turning Point )
Every Third Saturday: Volunteer to help serve lunch at Turning Point (sign -

-up sheet is located at the front desk or just ask Dodie)

If your BD is not
listed, please call the
office and let Dorenne
know.

Every Saturday: Church of God, 12 to 4:30 pm (ext’ed hours on calendar)
Every Third Thursday: Men’s Luncheon, 12:20 pm at Nam’s
Every Wednesday, the SSSC (RS) Society, 6:15 pm (Sanctuary)






















